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GAL GADOT AS WONDER WOMAN BY AP 
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‘Wonder and 
disappointment 


-at the box office 


Some of the highs and lows 
of 2017 at the movies. In Life 


Congress reels from resignations 


Harassment allegations 
force lawmakers out 


Fredreka Schouten 
and Heidi M. Przybyla 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - The national reck- 
oning over sexual harassment swept 
through Congress on Thursday as Sen. 
Al Franken, D-Minn., and Rep. Trent 
Franks, R-Ariz., announced plans to re- 
sign over sexual misconduct allega- 
tions. 

The House Ethics Committee an- 
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Governments turn to 
tolls to manage traffic 


Tolls that fluctuate depending on 
congestion increasingly popular 


Safety compromised 
at biohazard labs 


Report says oversight lacking at 
bioterrorism research laboratories 
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Bitcoin value tops 
$16,000 after frenzy 


Cryptocurrency is up 1,540% this year; 
$270B market value tops Home Depot 
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Army-Navy: The best 
rivalry in sports 


Our special section examines the 
military academies’ 118th meeting 


IN LIFE 


Margot Robbie wins 
gold in ‘l, Tonya’ 


Actress shines in darkly comic biopic 
of figure skater Tonya Harding 
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USA SNAPSHOTS?” 


Deaths in U.S. firearm-related 
incidents compared with total 
U.S. war deaths: 


U.S. wars 
1775-2017 


Firearm-related 
1968-2015 


SOURCE NBC, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs, 
icasualties.org 
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nounced an investigation into another 
lawmaker, Rep. Blake Farenthold, R- 
Texas, over his use of taxpayer dollars to 
pay an $84,000 sexual harassment set- 
tlement to a former aide. 

Thursday’s resignations — of a liber- 
al Democrat and a Tea Party-aligned Re- 
publican — reflect the rapid pace of 
powerful men being held to account for 
alleged sexual misconduct in the 
months after dozens of women accused 
Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein 
of sexual abuse. 

Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich., facing 
sexual harassment claims, stepped 
down Tuesday from the House seat he 


Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., leaves the 
Capitol on Thursday after announcing 
on the Senate floor that he would step 
down. JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP 


Forced 


Tens of thousands of California residents 
have been asked to leave their homes as 
wind-whipped wildfires raced from the 
Santa Paula area to the Santa Barbara border. 
Among them was Christy Woodhams, who 
inspected the remains of a family cabin 
Thursday at Camp Bartlett in Santa Paula. 
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to flee 


“I would rather be 
criticized for potentially 
annoying someone than 
for not delivering a 
critical alert under these 
dangerous fire 
conditions.” 


Kelly Huston 

deputy director of California’s 
Office of Emergency Services, 
who sent an unprecedented 
text warning to residents 


held for more than five decades. 

Thursday, Franken, a two-term sena- 
tor and former Saturday Night Live star, 
announced his plans to resign after 
more than a half-dozen women came 
forward over the past several weeks 
with allegations that he touched them 
improperly or made unwanted sexual 
advances. 

In an emotional speech from the Sen- 
ate floor, Franken disputed some of the 
accusations and suggested he was be- 
ing held to a different standard than 
President Trump. 


See CONGRESS, Page 2A 


South 
emerges 
as a jobs 
generator 


Paul Davidson 
USA TODAY 


The nation’s shrinking pool of avail- 
able workers is shifting the economic 
balance of power in the USA, where 
the South surpassed the West as the 
region boasting the fastest job growth. 

During the three months ending in 
October, employment in the South was 
up1.8% from the same period last year, 
compared with 1.7% in the West, ac- 
cording to an analysis of Labor Depart- 
ment data by Moody’s Analytics. The 
West had been the undisputed leader 
since 2012. 

“The West is slowing down very 
quickly,” says Moody’s economist 
Steven Cochrane. 

Cochrane largely attributes the 
trend to a tight job market — under- 
scored by a 17-year-low in national 
unemployment — that makes it tough- 
er for employers to find workers across 
many industries. 

As a result, employment gains are 
slowing everywhere, though econo- 
mists expect the government to report 
on Friday a healthy 195,000 jobs added 
in November. The crunch is more pro- 
nounced in high-tech fields that drove 
job growth in states such as California 
and Oregon. 

It’s more than just a slowdown in 
the West that nudged the South ahead. 
The region benefits from lower hous- 
ing costs, fewer taxes and regulations, 
a revival of the oil industry in states 
such as Texas and Oklahoma and the 
migration of Baby Boomers to retire- 
ment havens where hiring surged. 


See SOUTH, Page 2A 


World’s most northerly town on verge of vanishing 


Norwegians fear cataclysm from climate change 


Matthew Vickery 
Special for USA TODAY 


LONGYEARBYEN, Norway - It’s 
freezing, snowing and so far north that 
the sun won't rise again until March, 
but the 2,000 residents of the world’s 
most northerly town wish it were much 
colder. 

The weather on Norway’s Arctic Cir- 
cle island of Svalbard is tame in com- 
parison with what it should be, despite 
the icy breeze that flows in from the 
sea. 

Residents and experts fear this 
tight-knit community — where polar 


bears outnumber people — is at risk of 
disappearing because temperatures are 
rising at an accelerated pace compared 
with the rest of the world. 

“Every single consecutive month has 
been above average,” said Kim Holmén, 
international director of the Norwegian 
Polar Institute. “We have tremendous 
increase in the wintertime temper- 
atures, almost 10 degrees Celsius (18 de- 
grees Fahrenheit) increase over the past 
30 years or so.” 

“Wherever I look, there is change, 
very obvious change. The snow melts 


See TOWN, Page 2A 


In Longyearbyen, the sun doesn’t rise 
in winter, but the Norwegian Polar 
Institute reports a “tremendous 
increase” in temperatures. 
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